
“Give Us A Sign: Standing Together with the First Peoples of Australia” 

20th April, 2017  

Dear Church Leaders and School Principals, 

We are writing to invite your church or school community to be involved in Standing Together with our Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander brothers and sisters, Australia’s First Peoples.   

The annual Give Us A Sign campaign emerged out of conversations within the Anglican, Catholic and Uniting 

Churches in the Hunter and Central Coast as a powerful initiative to highlight Social Justice issues across the wider 

community. Previous campaigns have promoted peace and called for greater compassion for asylum seekers.  

This year our country acknowledges the 50th anniversary of the 1967 Referendum, which permitted the Federal 

Parliament to make laws for First Peoples and included them in the Census. This is an appropriate time to reflect on 

both what has been achieved and what still needs to be addressed in relation to the First Peoples of Australia. There 

are significant questions for our nation to consider including constitutional recognition, sovereignty and treaty, and 

social, economic and other disadvantage experienced by many First Peoples. It is important we mark National Sorry 

Day (26 May), Mabo Day (3 June) and National Reconciliation Week (27 May – 3 June).  

To raise awareness of this important milestone and the work that still needs to be achieved, the Give Us a Sign 

campaign is calling on Churches and Christian organisations to Stand Together with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander people, the First Peoples of Australia.  

From 1st May to 4th June simply post a message at least one day EACH week on your church or school noticeboards to 

show that you Stand Together with the First Peoples of Australia. We note the signs we are suggesting have been 

endorsed by some of the First Australian church leaders from our communities.  

How do we get involved? 

1. Choose a message and display it on your noticeboard. Select from the list of signs available from our website 

www.giveusasign.org or create your own.  

2. Take a photo of your sign and email it to giveusasign@hotmail.com along with the name of the church or 

group you’re from. A member of our team will then upload the image to the Facebook page and the website. 

3. Individuals can also participate by taking a picture of themselves with a message to show that they Stand 
Together with Australia’s First Peoples and email it to giveusasign@hotmail.com for uploading. 

4. Follow the Give Us A Sign Facebook page (link on the website). 

We encourage you let your local Land Council and other local First Australian groups know what you are doing and 

why. Church leaders may also like to preach on Standing Together with First Peoples of Australia. There are worship 

resources on the website.   To get involved in this project right now, please take a moment to forward this letter to 

your networks. 

Thank you for your support. 

Every blessing, 
giveusasign@hotmail.com 
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